Appln No. 10/069,738 

Amdt date January 15, 2004 

Reply to Office action of October 15, 2003 
Amendments to the Drawings; 

The attached replacement sheets of Drawings include changes to 
Figures la, 2a and 2b. Both the replacement sheets and annotated 
versions thereof showing the changes made are included in the 
Appendix hereto . 
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REMARKS / ARGUMENTS 

The above identified patent application has been amended 
and reconsideration and reexamination are hereby requested. 

Claims 1-2, 4-10 are now in the application. Claim 3 
has been cancelled. Claims 1, 2, 4 and 5 have been amended. 
Claims 6-10 have been added. 

The Examiner has objected to the specification and drawings 
indicating several informalities. The Applicants have provided 
a Substitute Specification (and compare copy thereof) and 
revised Drawings (including an annotated version thereof marked 
in red showing the drawing changes made) to address the 
informalities noted by the Examiner and those discovered by the 
Applicants . 

The Examiner has rejected Claims 1-5 under 35 U.S.C. 
§102 (b) as being anticipated by Witchell. 

Applicants have amended Claim 1 to call for (underlining 
added for emphasis) ... a hollow filter body of specified 
thickness and having an inner wall dipping inwardly with respect 
to a vertical axis of the hollow filter body from a filter input 
to a filter output , . . . wherein a filtered output of clean air is 
at the filter output . 

As such, Applicants submit that Claim 1 is not anticipated 
by Witchell under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b) . 

Witchell, while providing a generally tubular pleated 
filter element constructed in the form of a frustum of a cone 
the airflow of the air filter is from the side to a larger 
diameter output end of the filter . There is no inward tapering 
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from input to output , but rather an outward tapering from a 
perpendicular side input to an output . 

Accordingly, the Applicants submit that Witchell does not 
describe, teach or suggest a hollow filter body having an inner 
wall dipping inwardly from a filter input to a filter output 
with the filtered output of clean air being at the filter 
output . 

Therefore, the Applicants submit that Claim 1 is not 
anticipated by Witchell under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b) . 

Claims 2, 4 and 5 are dependent on Claim 1. As such, these 
dependent claims are believed allowable based upon Claim 1. 

New independent Claim 6, and Claims 7-10 dependent 
thereon, are believed allowable for the same reasons set forth 
above for Claim 1. 

Accordingly, in view of the above amendment and remarks it 
is submitted that the claims are patentably distinct over the 
prior art and that all the rejections to the claims have been 
overcome. Reconsideration and reexamination of the above 
Application is requested. 

The Applicants also request acknowledgment by the Examiner 
of the receipt of the International Application. 



Respectfully submitted, 
CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP 




Reg. No. 28,248 
626/795-9900 

RJP/cah 

CAH PAS544901.1-*-01/15/04 8:39 AM 



-9- 



-MpprtN.5— royoWoo 

Amrit Dated January 16, 3004 
Reply to Office action of October 15, 2003 
Annotated Sheet Showing Changes 
Sheet 1 of 2 




Figure 1a 



Figure 1b 
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Figure 2 a Figure 2 b 



